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Southeastern Massachusetts Veterans Housing Program, Inc. 
20 Willis Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 

Tel:  (508) 992-5313  Fax:  (508) 999-3909 

Visit our website at: www.vetshouse.org   
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�  Grad resident wins model 

competition—page 2 

�  Save the Date June 28—pg. 2 

�  Annual Board of Directors’ 
Meeting—Page 3 

�  New Board Member—page 3 
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U.S. Senator John F. Kerry and U.S. Representative Patrick Kennedy 
announce legislation to form Veteran Drug Courts as an alternative to 
incarceration.   
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On Monday, April 23, 2009 U.S. Senator John F. 
Kerry and U.S. Representative Patrick Kennedy 
announced new legislation, the Education and 
Rehabilitation for Veterans Act, which will create 
Veterans Drug Courts across the country in the same 
model as New Bedford’s present drug court.  These 
courts will help servicemen and women to receive 
treatment for addictions as an alternative to 
incarceration. 
Kerry and Kennedy were joined by local politicians, 
judges, and veterans advocates, namely Donat “Dan” 
LeBlanc the City of New Bedford’s Veterans’ 
Officer and James Reid the Executive Director of the 
Veterans Transition House. 
Citing a recent study that found that one in six 
veterans returning from Iraq and Afghanistan, Kerry 
stated “The warrior still faces certain challenges 
when they return home.”  Many of the 1.7 million 
veterans who have served oversees in the last ten 
years suffer from Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome.  
Many of these veterans turn to alcohol and drugs as a 
form of self-medication. 
The legislation will provide $25 million over the 
next five fiscal years for a grant program to be 
administered by the Office of National Drug Control 

Policy that will establish drug treatment courts and 
enhance existing courts that specifically deal with 
veterans.  An additional $10 million will be allocated 
for the establishing of a National Drug Court 
Institute which will provide training programs for 
drug courts across the country. 
“This is the most effective way of dealing with the 
problem and having America keep faith with those 
who served their country,” said Kerry.  Adding to 
that, Kennedy said: “It is crystal clear that we don’t 
do enough to help our veterans break free from drug 
addiction.  Rehabilitating our veterans is not only the 
right thing to do; it is the smart thing to do.” 
Both Mr. Le Blanc and Mr. Reid indicated that the 
Veterans Drug Court program would bolster existing 
services.  “It gives us another tool in the toolbox,” 
said Mr. Le Blanc.  Mr. Reid said treatment 
programs help struggling veterans find hidden talents 
within themselves that helps to build their self-
esteem which is an underlying problem associated 
with drug abuse.  Citing the Veterans Transition 
House “Art As Therapy” program, Mr. Reid stated: 
“We have artists who didn’t know that they were 
artists at the VTH.”  

James Reid, VTH Exec. Dir. And “Dan” Le Blanc, 
Veterans’ Agent  answer news reporters’ questions. 

U..S. Rep. Patrick Kennedy addresses the crowd at the New 
Bedford Third District Court as U.S. Senator John F. Kerry, 
District Attorney Sam Sutter, Veterans’ Agent “Dan” Le Blanc 
and VTH Executive Director James Reid  look on. 



It was recently announced that 
VTH Graduate Program resident 
Rick Zobrist’s entry in the model 
and craft competition at the 
Boston VA Medical Facility 
Brockton Campus won first place 
and will be entered in the VA 
Regional Competition. 

Rick has aptly named his ship 
model the ss Easydoesit.  

Graduate Resident 
Wins Model 

Competition at 
Brockton VA 
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Michael Maguire 
ARNG 

29 April 2009 
__________ 

 
 
 
 
 

Evelyn L. (Burgess) Park  
1st Lt. U.S. Army 

12 April 2009 
————- 

 
 
 

Tyler Trahan 
Petty Officer 2nd Class 

KIA IRAQ 
30 April 2009 
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Department of Veterans Affairs 
VA Benefits: 1-800-827-1000 
Life Insurance: 1-800-669-8477 
Education (GI Bill): 1-888-442-4551 
Health Care Benefits: 1-877-222-
8387 
Income Verification and Means 
Testing: 
1-800-929-8387 
Gulf War/Agent Orange Helpline: 1-
800-749-8387 

Outpatient Clinics 
 
New Bedford CBOC 
175 Elm Street 
New Bedford, MA 
(508) 994-0217 
 
Hyannis CBOC 
145 Falmouth Road 
Hyannis, MA 02601 
(508) 771-3190 

Network House Program Resident Moves On 

Joining hundreds of American 
Revolution, Civil War and 
World War II re-enactors 
complete with vintage Willis 
Jeeps and Sherman tanks, the 
Veterans Transition House 
Honor Guard was invited to 
participate in the Town of 
Lexington Patriots’ Day Parade 
held on Monday, April 20, 2009.  

This marks the third consecutive 
year that the VTH Honor Guard 
has been invited to march in 
commemoration of the first 
battle of the Revolutionary War.  

The event started at Mass. Ave. 
ending at Minute Man Park in 
Lexington, MA.�

Massachusetts VA Hospitals 
Jamaica Plain  (617) 232-9500 
Brockton         (508) 583-4500 
Northampton   (413) 584-4040 
West Roxbury (617) 323-7700 
Bedford           (781) 275-7500 
 
Rhode Island VA Hospital 
830 Chalkstone Ave., Prov., RI 
(401) 273-7100 
Toll Free: 866-363-4486 

Counseling 
 
The Vet Center 
468 North St. 
New Bedford, MA 
(508) 999-6920 
 

New Bedford 
Veterans Services 
1213 Purchase St 
(508) 991-6184 
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“Chico” came to the Network 
Program at the Veterans Transition 
House in April of 2007 from a life 
on the streets with all that entails, 
but motivated to change everything 
in his past in order to live what 
some would call a normal life.  He 
was an exemplary resident who 
took working his individual service 
plan seriously and the results show 
it.   

It wasn’t his first time around in the 
Network House but it has been his 

Honor Guard Marches in 
the Town of Lexington 
Patriots’ Day Parade 

last.  Today, “Chico” has 
successfully achieved independent 
living within the community.  
While he has his own apartment 
now, he visits the VTH daily and 
gives back by being a volunteer 
driver.  “Chico” has been an 
integral part of the Homeless 
Service Providers’ Network’s 
annual Point-in-Time homeless 
street count survey.  Additionally, 
he volunteers for many public 
service projects such as New 
Bedford’s Operation Clean 
Sweep.  An avid softball player, 
he was elected as the Most 
Valuable Player on the VTH 
Sober League Softball Team for 
his proficiency on the field but, 
more importantly, for his 
sportsmanship.  

He is looked upon by veteran and 
civilian alike as role model to 
follow in their individual 
programs. 

Network House provides 
important services to ten civilians 
from within our community 
helping them to achieve the same 
goals that “Chico” has.   



To be removed from our mailing list, or to comment , or for back issues... 

please write to Newsletter@vetshouse.org 
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VTH Program Director Appointed to State Board! ����

Susan has had a long career in the 
substance addiction field  
 

The Mass. Board of Substance Abuse 
Counselor Certification, Inc. has 
announced the appointment of Susan 
Fonteneau-Nicolan, MA. Ed. 
Counseling Psychology, LADC I., 
CADAC II. 
 

Susan has had a long career in the 
substance addiction field and has held 
several administrative positions in area 
programs, currently serving as the 
Program Director of the Veterans 
Transition House. 
Additionally, she is a member of the 
teaching faculty at the Trundy Institute 
of Addiction Counseling of New 

Bedford. 
 
She also serves on the Board of 
Directors of the Summit Grove 
Children’s’ Holy Ghost Club as well as 
serving as a program representative to 
the New Bedford Drug Court. 
 
She is active in several community 
initiatives including the Make A Wish 
Foundation, Easter Seals. 
 
The Mass. Board of Substance Abuse 
Counselor Certification, Inc. evaluates 
substance abuse counselor competency 
and grants recognition and credentials to 
those counselors who meet specified 
standards. 

If you, or a loved one, is a 
Veteran who is need of  services, 

contact: 

Susan Fonteneau-Nicolan VTH 
Program Director  

508.992.5313 

 Sue@vetshouse.org  

Board of Directors 
 
David Biggs 
Veteran USAF 
President 
 
Frank  Almeida 
Veteran USMC 
Vice-President 
 
Richard M. Brown 
Veteran     USMC 
Clerk/Treasurer 
 
Shawn Goldstein 
Veteran   USMC 
Director 
 
Joseph L. Michaud 
Major  JA      USAR 
Director 
 
Nelson Ostiguy 
Veteran         USMC 
Director  
 
Rose Soares 
Veteran         USMC 
Director 
 

Advisory Board 
 

Fredrick R. Purrington 
Capt           USN (Ret) 
Chairman 
 
David R. Robidoux 
Veteran      USMC 
Member 
 
Donat “Dan” Le Blanc 
Veteran          USMC 
Member 
 
Peter D. Brightman 
Veteran          USN 
Member 
 

Executive Staff 
 

James A. Reid  
USA (RET) 
Executive Director 
 
Martin  H. Lahue  
Veteran      USA  
Business Manager 

Susan Fonteneau-Nicolan 

S. E.  MASS. VETERANS HOUSING 
PROGRAM INC,. CONDUCTS 
19TH ANNUAL MEETING 

Southeastern Massachusetts Veterans 
Housing Program Inc. (Veterans 
Transition House) recently held its 19th 
Annual Meeting.  The Board of 
Directors reorganized with the election 
of David Biggs, President, Frank 
Almeida Vice-President, and Rick 
Brown, Secretary.  Directors Shawn 
Goldstein and Rose Soares were also re-
elected. 
 

“We have faced significant challenges in 
recent years in our efforts to serve 
Veterans in need.  The guidance and 
dedication of David Robidoux, our 
outgoing President, has been essential in 
our ability to deliver results, and we are 
very thankful to him.” Biggs said. 
Mr. Robidoux has been appointed to the 
advisory committee of the organization. 

“I’m not going away or ‘fading’ away.” 
Said Robidoux.  “I have served on the 
board since 2002 and think it is time to 
step aside to allow others to lead.  David 
and Frank and the others have my 
confidence and continued support.” he 
said. 
 

In other business, the Board of Directors 
received its Annual Financial Report 
from Hodgson, Pratt and Associates 
P.C.   
 
“Our fiscal house is in order.  The 
teamwork exhibited by our Executive 
Director, Jim Reid, and our Financial 
Officer, Martin Lahue to identify 
resources and conserve expenses has 
been nothing short of spectacular.” 
Biggs stated. 
 

“That said, our programs are also 
impacted by the struggling economy, 
and now more that ever we call upon the 
community to help us extend to 
Veterans  “a hand-up….not a hand-
out”…as our motto goes.” he 
concluded��

Board of Directors 
Appoints a New 

Member 

 
Nelson 
Ostiguy, 
the 2008 S. 
E. Mass. 
Veteran of 
the Year 
has been 
appointed 
to the VTH 
Board of 
Directors, it  

was announced at the April, 2009 Board 
Meeting. 

Nelson N. Ostiguy, a New Bedford 
native, has a long history of 
distinguished service with the United 
States Marines, The Mass. State Police 
and the City of New Bedford  
 

Mr. Ostiguy earned the Good Conduct 
Medal; National Defense Service 
Medal; the Vietnam Service Medal with 
4 stars; the Republic of Vietnam 
Campaign Medal; the Vietnam 
Gallantry Cross with palm; the Civil 
Actions Medal, First Class, Color, with 
palm; Navy Unit Commendation; 
Meritorious Unit Commendation and a 
Combat Action Ribbon is pending 
approval.   
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